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Tulare County Key Informant Interview: 
Policy Makers & Community Leaders (1-E-8)
Healthy Stores for a Healthy Community Campaign, 2014

Introduction:  Hi, my name is __________ and I am (calling) from __________ to ask if you would participate in an interview being conducted on behalf of the California Department of Public Health. 

You should have received a letter (e-mail) in the past week or so from the __________ (name of County Health Department) giving you some information about this interview. The letter said we would be calling (visiting) you; do you recall receiving it?  (OR: We made an appointment to talk with you today. Is this still a good time for an interview?)

The interview should take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete.  All your responses will be kept confidential. That is, your answers will be compiled with others so that no one will be able to identify your individual responses. 

Your participation is entirely voluntary. You can skip any question you do not want to answer, and you can stop the survey at any time.  

Let me briefly explain the purpose of the interview:

Because of Americans’ poor health as well as rising health care costs, many US communities are enacting policies that benefit good health and discourage unhealthy behavior.  The California Department of Public Health has just begun a project called “Healthy Stores for a Healthy Community.”  Local health departments and community organizations will develop policies that give consumers healthier options in many stores. Since you are a policymaker (or community leader), we would like to talk with you about your ideas to some suggested retail incentives and regulations. Do you have any questions for me before we begin? 

[Important note: if you are recording the interview, state: “If you don’t mind I will be recording this interview for the sole purpose of transcribing it afterwards for our records.”]
First, please confirm the information I have about you

1. Are you [Name] _________________

· Yes

· No

2. Are you [Title] ___________________

· Yes

· No

3. Are you [Role] ___________________

· Yes

· No
Read the question and have the respondent confirm their name, title, and role that you determined prior to the interview.
4. In terms of California’s retail environment, such as corner markets, grocery stores, gas stations, liquor stores, do you think that there is a connection between the health crises we are seeing (such as diabetes, obesity, lung cancer) and food, beverage, alcohol, and tobacco products that are being sold in stores?
· Yes

· No

5. Please explain your answer to Question #4
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Do you think local government should play a role in making the retail environment healthier, which tobacco, alcohol, food and beverage products are marketed, promoted, and sold?
· Yes

· No

7. Please explain your answer to Question #6
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now, I am going to give you a list of objectives from the “Healthy Stores for a Healthy Community” effort, regarding tobacco, alcohol and nutrition. Please tell me if you are in favor or against such regulation and why or why not.
8. Would you support incentives such as form of financial aid, tax credits, technical assistance in exchange for reducing the number of tobacco and alcohol products and increasing the amount of fruits and vegetables sold in stores?
· Yes

· No

9. Please explain your answer to Question #8 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Do you support requiring stores to purchase a local license if they want to sell tobacco so that the fees can be used for tobacco law enforcement?
· Yes

· No

11. Please explain your answer to Question #10 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. California's "Lee law" currently limits the amount of signs and advertisements display’s on their windows to no more than 33% of the storefront. Are you in favor of reducing storefront signage?

· Yes

· No

13. Please explain your answer to Question #12 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14.  Would you support tobacco products that can be sold (for example, restricting flavored tobacco or selling single cigarillos because they are more attractive and more affordable to youth)?
· Yes

· No

15. Please explain your answer to Question #14 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Would you like to see a law against selling tobacco near schools (or limiting stores located near schools)?
· Yes

· No

17. Please explain your answer to Question #16 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
18. Would you support having a “Healthy Store” certification or a health rating system for stores that sell alcohol, tobacco, and food?
· Yes

· No

19. Please explain your answer to Question #18 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
20. Do you support having a law that puts a minimum price on tobacco products and prohibits price promotions?
· Yes

· No

21. Please explain your answer to Question #20 (why or why not)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. In your opinion, what are the greatest barriers to regulating tobacco, alcohol, food and beverage sales and/or advertising? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
23. Do you have any recommendations about how the community, especially retailers, can get more involved in supporting and promoting healthier living for Californians?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
24. Do you use any tobacco products?

· Yes

· No

· Decline to answer

25. Gender

· Male

· Female

26. What is your age?

· 18 to 25

· 26 to 45

· 46 to 65

· Over 65

27. Do you have any questions for me? 

· Yes

· No

28. If YES, please write down questions
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your taking the time to answer our questions, we know you time is valuable.  
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