Key Informant Interview: Tobacco Litter (2.2.29, 2.2.30)

This document contains interview questions and probes that aim to better understand the issue of tobacco litter from a key opinion leader’s perspective.  It is not designed to ask all questions, instead, it offers a menu of questions to draw out rich data from a structured conversation. 
Feel free to submit draft survey tobaccoeval@ucdavis.edu to receive feedback and remember to pilot test data collection instruments to ensure it is appropriate for the target community.  The TCEC website has other resources about interviewing key informants.

The term, “tobacco litter,” is used here, but use what works best for your community, e.g. “cigarette butts and tobacco litter” or “tobacco product waste” or “tobacco waste” or another term.  This document assumes you already went through the process of scheduling time with a key informant and starts with the in-person or phone meeting introduction.
													

Thank you for agreeing to meet with me and share your opinions on tobacco litter, how to approach this issue from both a community and policy perspective, and if tobacco litter is a concern for your jurisdiction. I invite your honest and candid opinions.  Your name will not be listed with any comments that are made during this interview.  Would it be alright if I record this conversation?  I want to make sure I don’t miss anything you say. (Edit as appropriate.)

· How much of an issue do you think tobacco litter is in your community? 
· Could ask for a rating of 1-10 or light/moderate heavy
· Are there particular communities that are more impacted?  Why do you think that is?  
· Are there particular communities that are less impacted?  Why do you think that is?

· How much do you think your community cares about tobacco litter? (If you have public opinion survey data, referencing it here may be helpful)
· Could ask for a rating of 1-10 or light/moderate heavy
· What types of complaints do you get from constituents about tobacco litter?
· How do you respond to these complaints?

· What are potential benefits to addressing tobacco litter that you think your constituents would value?

· What do you think are the potential barriers to adopting and implementing policies to prevent or properly dispose of tobacco litter?
· How do you suggest overcoming these barriers?
 
· What are potential challenges to addressing tobacco litter that concern you?  
· How do you suggest overcoming those challenges?
	
· What do you think are the benefits to adopting and implementing policies to prevent or properly dispose of tobacco litter?

· Where do most often see tobacco litter?
· Ask about specific locations, cities, etc.

· What areas of your community have the most severe tobacco litter problem? 
· Ask about specific locations, cities, etc.

· What do you think people should be concerned about most with regard to tobacco litter?
· Ask about damage to the environment, harm to people, harm to wildlife or pets, sanitation, costs of clean up, other costs?

· In California, governments spend $41 million annually to clean up litter.  Who do you think should be responsible for cleaning up tobacco litter in your jurisdiction?
· Stores that sell tobacco products?
· Companies that make tobacco products?
· The government (City/County/State)?
· The people who buy tobacco products? 
· Other?
· Why do you think that?

· Do you know of people who could potentially be involved in addressing tobacco litter?
· Who do you think are the proponents of this issue?
· Who do you think are the opponents of this issue?
· Ask for names of both proponents and opponents so that you can reach out to understand the issue from all sides.

· Have you ever worked on efforts relating to tobacco litter?
· (The data collected should do some homework to see if this person has voted on this in the past and can say, “I see you’ve voted (for/against) this issue in the past.  Can you tell me why you voted that way?” If the key informant has not voted about it in the past then the question can be asked as is.)
· Please briefly describe.
· What were your concerns about the policy/work?  What were arguments for the issue?  What were arguments against the issue?
· How were the policies perceived by your constituents?
· What did you learn about tobacco litter while working on this topic?

· Has this jurisdiction tackled this issue in in the past? What do you think will or will not work?

· What advice do you have for groups considering policy strategies to combat tobacco litter?
· What approach would you recommend the public health department take toward this issue?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What tactics do you recommend as we move forward? 

· Would you support or oppose a law that imposes a fee on people who buy (or make or sell) tobacco products to pay for tobacco litter clean up?

· Would you support or oppose a law that requires tobacco product manufacturers develop a Tobacco Litter Control Program for collecting and disposing of tobacco waste?

· What support, information, or materials have you found to be most helpful?

· What support, information, or materials do you need to be more informed about this topic?

· What else do you think should be done to reduce tobacco litter?

· Do you have anything else to add about tobacco litter in your community?


