Kings County Key Informant Interviews with Policymakers

Smoke-free Entryways -- 1-E-5

Thank you for agreeing to talk with me today.  The Kings County Health Department is interested in understanding how policymakers feel about the issue of secondhand smoke in the downtown area – whether it is a concern and how best to address it.

1. The health effects of secondhand smoke (smoke from other people’s cigarettes or cigars) are well documented.  To address this, more than 90 other jurisdictions in California have adopted laws that prohibit smoking within 20 feet or more of entryways.  What do you think about a policy that would prohibit smoking within 20 feet from public entryways?

2. Do you think the public would be supportive of a smoke-free entryway policy?  Explain

3. Do you think the local city council would be supportive of a smoke-free entryway policy?  
4. What concerns do you think councilmembers have about such a policy?  [Ask what interests those concerns might be based on.]  Ask about challenges in enacting a policy here.
5. Would you support adopting such a policy?  [Ask about specific restrictions with regard to location (where restricted), distance from entryways, whether windows are included in protection.]
6. What recommendations would you make for pushing a policy like this forward?  What policy language do you think would be most amenable to a majority of the council?  [Probe for what the most appropriate distance would be for the restriction -- 20 feet, even more, or less than 20 feet.]
7. Who else should we talk to in order to get a representative view of councilmember thoughts on the issue?  [You might also ask about influential community leaders or organizations that carry weight on this issue.]
Thank you for sharing your views with us.  They have been most insightful.
