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PRE-POLICY ADOPTION

Read aloud: Hi, I would like to interview you today on behalf of 	. We are interested in understanding the views of city staff about tobacco retail licensing in the city of 	.


1. Briefly describe your roles and responsibilities with the city.









2. Do you think tobacco sales to minors are a significant problem in your city? (Possible probe: What makes you think that? What about new/emerging tobacco products, such as e- cigarettes. What about sales to minors of products hookah, little cigars and cigarillos, and snus? [Interviewer could have YPS statistics at hand to share, if asked. This could also be an opportunity to follow up with information on the scope of the problem later.]









In recent years, many jurisdictions in California have adopted a local tobacco retail licensing policy to curb illegal tobacco sales to minors.

3. What challenges, if any, might there be in adopting a tobacco retail licensing policy in your city? (Possible probes: Would any individuals or groups in particular be opposed to this type of policy? If yes, Why? What current issues within the city might make it difficult for such a policy to be adopted?)

4. What strategies might be effective in overcoming challenges to adopting a tobacco retail licensing policy? (Possible probes: What individuals or groups are likely to be supportive of such a policy? What issue or issues covered in the policy (e.g., youth smoking prevention, crime reduction, retail business accountability) is more likely to resonate in the community?)












5. Do you think the City Council would support the adoption of a tobacco retail license? (Why or why not?) (Possible probes: Would any Council Members in particular be supportive of a tobacco retail license? If yes, Why? What current issues within the city might make it easier for a TRL to be adopted? What support might there be for a TRL specifically?)










Read aloud: Some jurisdictions add a fee to the application for a license. They may earmark funds generated by the fee to pay for administration and enforcement of the license, including regular compliance checks to ensure retailers are abiding by sales to minors laws.

6. Do you think the City Council would support an annual license fee to pay for regular enforcement of the license? (Why or why not?)

7. Can you suggest other city staff who we should talk to that are influential on this issue?








8. Is there any other information that you think is important for us to know?








9. If we have any further questions, may we contact you again?




Thank you for your time and participation.
